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Geodiversity encompasses the natural variety of geological features including rocks, minerals and fossils, and the landforms and soils derived from these by weathering and erosion. Geodiversity is important in understanding the way in which many of the Earth’s systems and processes are interrelated. 

Geoheritage describes features of geodiversity that hold special meaning to people, be they individuals, communities or scientific and cultural groups. Such features can be unique or representative, and are usually sufficiently significant to be nominated and conserved on State and Federal heritage registers. Examples include the volcanic landscapes of Mt Warning, Warrumbungles and Kaputar National Parks, and the ancient cave system at the Jenolan Karst Conservation Reserve.  

Geotourism is a form of special interest ecotourism, based on geology and geomorphology, that developed in Europe from the 1990s onwards. Geotourism will assume growing importance to regional areas as recognition of geodiversity increases to the level of community interest in floral and faunal diversity (which depend to varying extents on the geological environment).
Venue: 
The Symposium will be held in the conference room within the Visitor Centre at Sea Acres Nature Reserve. Located adjacent to the coast approximately 4 kilometres south of the Port Macquarie CBD, the DECCW-administered Sea Acres Nature Reserve is significant for its littoral rainforest, abundance of wildlife and extensive boardwalk network.   

Location:
Port Macquarie is about 4.5 hours drive north from Sydney along the F3 Freeway and Pacific Highway, and approximately 7 hours drive south from Brisbane. It is also easily accessible from the New England region via the Oxley Highway. Three XPT trains run daily from Sydney to Port Macquarie, which also has a busy regional airport with regular services provided by all major domestic airlines.

Accommodation: 

Port Macquarie boasts a wide range of accommodation options catering to all budgets. All are just a short drive from the Symposium venue. 

The cost of accommodation is not included in the registration fee. Accommodation can be booked directly with individual establishments, or through the Port Macquarie Visitor Centre.  
Program: 
The Symposium will extend over five days and include three days of talks and poster presentations, alternating with two full days of field excursions.

Registration will take place from 9 am -11 am on Monday September 6, immediately prior to the initial session of the Symposium that will include opening remarks by the President of the Linnean Society of NSW, followed by keynote addresses by senior executives of DECCW and the Geological Survey of NSW (the two principal sponsors of the Symposium). 

Technical sessions (with talks occupying a maximum of 20 mins each) will occupy Monday afternoon, all day Wednesday, and Friday morning. The symposium is anticipated to conclude by lunchtime on the Friday, so allowing participants the option to travel home that afternoon. Participants are invited to present talks based on the following themes:

1. Geodiversity as a conservation concept – past, current and future initiatives 

2.  Geodiversity in National Parks and conservation areas – underpinning biological diversity
3.
Geodiversity and industry – utilising geological and geophysical imagery

4.  Towards consensus in geodiversity policy – a multi-agency approach
5.  Geotourism and educating the public – origins, sustainability, current and future potential 

6.  Geoheritage – extent, type and significance of NSW geoheritage sites, and comparison with other states

7.  Geobotany – using the distribution of plant communities to assist mapping and mineral exploration

Publication: 
The Linnean Society of New South Wales invites manuscripts based on presentations for the Symposium to be submitted by September 30, 2010. After peer-review by two external referees, accepted papers will be published in the Proceedings of the Linnean Society of New South Wales in 2011.
Field excursions: 

Tuesday September 7 and Thursday September 9 are scheduled as field excursion days. The tentative schedule for Tuesday involves a half-day visit to key features of the unique Port Macquarie coastal rock exposures in the morning, led by Dr David Och. Tuesday afternoon will be spent visiting the Laurieton region south of Port Macquarie, with emphasis on geomorphology. The field trip on Thursday will head north from Port Macquarie to Kempsey, Crescent Head and South West Rocks. Emphasis on this day will be on land use issues, geotourism and the relationship between geodiversity and biodiversity. Glen Atkinson (DECCW Kempsey office), whose speciality is in soil science and geomorphology, has offered to provide guidance for this field trip. Other localities on the potential list of sites to be visited on this day include several old mining areas, and the former Yessabah Limestone Quarry, now part of a karst reserve administered by the Parks & Wildlife Group of DECCW.

Sponsors: 

We are very grateful to the Geological Survey of NSW (part of Industry & Investment NSW) and the Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water NSW who are providing funding support to offset costs of the symposium, and to subsidise publication of the symposium proceedings. 
Registration costs and deadlines:
The number of registrants will be limited to the capacity of the venue, which is 55-60 people. Early registration is therefore highly advisable.

Due to the generous support of our sponsors, the registration fee has been kept as low as possible to enable a wide variety of participants to attend. The fee of $100 will cover the cost of lunches at the venue on Monday and Wednesday, morning and afternoon refreshments, conference materials, and the full-day field trips (including bus transport and packed lunches).

With such an extremely low registration fee, we are not able to offer daily rates, nor discounts should you not wish to participate in the field excursions. Payments once made are not refundable except under exceptional circumstances, and then only at the discretion of the executive of the Linnean Society of NSW. 

Registration is due no later than June 30, 2010, and may close earlier.

Please use the accompanying form to register.
For further information, please contact:
Dr Ian Percival, Geodiversity Symposium Convenor, Linnean Society of NSW

E-mail:  ian.percival@industry.nsw.gov.au
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REGISTRATION FORM

Name (for nametag):

Affiliation:

Address:

Contact details

E-mail:

Phone:



(work/home);



(mobile)
I will be attending on the following days (cross out any inapplicable)

Mon. Sept 6;  Tues. Sept 7 (field);  Wed. Sept 8;  Thurs. Sept 9 (field);  Fri. Sept 10

I intend to present a paper on theme:  1   2   3   4   5   6   7  (see First Circular for details)

Title of paper:

Author(s):

[limited poster space may also be available – please indicate title and author(s) if you intend submitting a poster]

Abstracts

Abstracts will only be accepted from paying registrants. Please submit abstracts electronically to linnsoc@iinet.net.au in the following format:

TITLE IN CAPITALS (14 pt Helvetica, bold)

Surname, First name of author(s) (12 pt bold)

Affiliation (10 pt)

Text (300 words maximum) (12 pt)

References (10 pt)

Cheques for the registration fee of $100 should be made payable to the Linnean Society NSW, and mailed with this form to:
The Secretary, Linnean Society of NSW






PO Box 82, Kingsford NSW 2032

Deadline for payment, and submission of abstracts, is June 30 – Early registration is recommended as applications will close when the capacity of the venue is reached.

