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E-MAIL COPY OF THE NEWSLETTER

Would you prefer to receive an e-mail copy of the Newsletter, instead of the paper copy?  If so, e-mail me at h.martin@unsw.edu.auand give me your e-mail address.  If you have already requested an e-mail copy, many thanks.

We will still be printing paper copies of the Newsletter, so if you prefer a paper copy, you need not do anything, and it will come, as usual.

We can also send an e-mail alert a week before a lecture is due.  If you would like to be on this list, make sure we have your e-mail address.


NEW MEMBERS: We welcome

Mr. Stephen T. Challoner.  Field of interest: Australian flora and fauna, small mammals in the urban environment, aquatic environs and sea grasses.
Dr. Vic Semeniuk.  Field of interest: geology, geophysics and geography.
Mr. Robert B. McCormack.  Field of interests, Freshwater ecology, freshwater crayfish.
Mr. GiulioRuiu, University of Sydney.  Field of interest: geology, geophysics, geography.


DONATIONS TO THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH FUNDS

The Society has received donations from the following members: Dr. J.M.E. Anderson, Anonymous, Ms Margo Crossley, Dr. Donald S. Horning, Dr. Patricia Hutchings, Dr. JurgenKellermann, Dr. Anthony Nicholls, Dr. R.A.L. Osborne, Dr. Brian Reid and Dr. Susan Turner. We thank to our generous donors: it is much appreciated.


THE PROCEEDINGS 

Volume 132, issued 30 May 2011, was the final hard copy publications.  It was an outstanding copy with ten papers from the symposium on Geodiversity, Geological Heritage and Geotourism. The cover featured beautiful colour photos of opalised fossils from Lightning Ridge, from on of the papers presented at the Symposium.  We thank the Editor, Mike Augee for his sterling work.

Volume 133 will be produced electronically. This means that when a paperis accepted for publication, it can be published on line immediately. Papers will be given consecutive page numbers as they are published. Pagenumbers will stop at 31 December each year, and the papers published in that calendar year will be stored and available as a separate volume. Volume 133 for example will consist of all papers put online before 31 Dec2011.

Access to papers published by the Society and hosted by eScholarship isavailable to anyone free-of-charge. Using the "print on demand" facilities of eScholarship, individuals may
order single copies of a volume at their own cost, estimated to be
somewhere between 20-30 dollars. The Linnean Society will not be printinghardcopies.

Our first paper has just been published on line:

Korovchinsky, NM and Timms, B.V.  New species of the genus Diaphanosoma Fisher (Crustacea: Cladocera: Sididae from claypans in Western Australia.

You may access it at:
http://escholarship.library.usyd.edu.au/journals/index.php/LIN


MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR 2012

With the change to electronic publication that costs much less than regular paper copy, membership fees do not need to be so high.  For 2012, full membership will be $40 (now $60), retired or student, $20 (now $45). And associate members, $10.  You will receive a renewal notice with the December newsletter, as usual.

LINNEAN MACLEAY FELLOWSHIP

Applications are invited for the LinneanMacleay Fellowship for the year 2012.  Applicants must be Members of the Society, reside in New South Wales, and have a degree in Science or Agricultural Science from the University of Sydney.  Applicants are required to outline the proposed research and where it will be carried out.  The Fellowship pays $3,200 per annum, and the Fellow must engage in full time research on the project. The regulations governing the Fellowship are available on request from the Secretary or the Society’s web site.  These regulations were stipulated in Sir William Macleay's will and the Society is obliged to adhere to them.
Applications close 14 November 2011


CHANGES TO RULES FOR THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH GRANT RULES

For next year, both the Joyce Vickery and Betty Mayne Research Funds will award up to a maximum of $2,500 for members and $1,500 for non-members.  The call for applications will be announced in the December newsletter, as usual


REPORTS FROM RECIPIENTS OF THE J. VICKERY AWARDS 

Katherine L. Barry investigated the effect of the bacterial endosymbiontWolbachia on reproductive behaviour in the butterfly Euremahecabe.  The infection is widespread in butterflies and causes genetic males to develop into viable females, or “she-males’.  This disrupts the sex ratio from the ideal of 50-50 and sets the scene for an evolutionary arms race.  Can functional males tell the difference between true females and the she-males?  Katherine carried out a number of experiments and concluded that it did not make any difference.  Either the males cannot tell the difference between the females and she-males, or there is no advantage to being choosy.
Margaret Turtonhas been studying movement of the White-striped free tailed bat, Tadaridaaustralis from a maternity roost.  The roost in the old Armory, Sydney Olympic Park, has been monitored from 2005 and Margaret found that the communal roost had a high population from November to April, after which the population decreases as the young become independent.  It was not known where they went after leaving the maternity roost.
Radiotracking collars were put on five bats, four females and one juvenile male.  They dispersed to satellite roosts in scribbly gum (Eucalyptus haemastoma) tree sprout roots that had just the right sized holes.  The foraging areas were all within one km of the maternal roosts.  They stayed within the area, moving between roosts, until just before the cold and wet weather of winter set in, when they disappeared from the area.  It is not known where they go for the winter, 


VALE Dr.COURENAY SMITHERS

Courtenay Smithers has been President of the Society and was Editor of the Proceedings for a time and had a distinguished career as an entomologist. He passed away in April, at the age of 86.
Smithers was born in South Africa but the family moved to England when he was in his early teens.  He served in the British Army during the war, went to France on D-Day, was taken prisoner and eventually released.  After discharge from the Army, he went back to South Africa to study at the University of Pretoria and later at the Rhodes University that was recognised as having one on the best entomology courses in the world.
His first research job involved the Tsetse fly problem of the Zambezi Valley. He moved back to Rhodesia and worked in specialist entomological services.  Here he developed his interst in the insect order Psocoptera (‘bark lice’) that are generally unknown, except for a few domestic pests such as book lice.
Smithers came to Australia in 1960 to become Curator in Entomology at the Australian Museum.  At this stage, his job encompassed curation of many other groups, including spiders, centipedes and scorpions.  He arrived at a time of expansion and invigoration of the dusty back-room image of the museum collections.  He was involved in broad research projects of taxonomy, biogeography, conservation and biogeography.  He interacted well with the public and published popular books and scientific articles, as well as research papers. 
Retirement in 1980 did not mean inactivity for Smithers, and it was during this period that he was active in the Society.  He continued publishing and in all, he published 280 books, chapters in books and articles, with the last manuscript on bee-keeping being sent to the publisher literally days before he passed away.He is survived by his wife Smila and two sons.

VALE DR MARY TINDALE
 
Mary Tindale died on 31 March 2011, having been a member of the Linnean Society for more than 65 years. Her career was largely at the National Herbarium of NSW, at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney, as botanist, principal research scientist and, after retirement, honorary research associate. For two years she worked at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, England as Australian Botanical Liaison Officer. Her expertise as a systematist was focussed on ferns, Acacia and the legume genus Glycine. Mary was passionate about opera and ballet and attended an opera performance only a week before her death.


BOOK REVIEW

A BUSH CAPITAL YEAR, A NATURAL HISTORY OF CANBERRA
Ian Fraser and Peter Marsack
CSIRO Publishing February 2011   ISBN: 9780643101555    
Paperback 232 pages   RRP $49.95
.
One minor quibble is with the publisher. There may be some arcane reason why the text occasionally goes into italics (though no reason is readily apparent) but it is more unusual when it happens several times in the section on September. This book brings back pleasant memories of the sort of natural history writing that was prevalent in the 1950s, at least in Melbourne. At that time local papers and even the ‘Age’ often had short essays on nature relevant to the time of the year. Sometimes these would be collated and appear as books – Jack Hyett’s ‘A Bushman’s Year’ and later ‘A Bushman’s Harvest’ were typical of the genre.
[bookmark: _GoBack] The present book offers 120 short essays by Ian Fraser arranged appropriately, 10 for each month of the year.  While some are about groups of organisms (eg snow country flowers, hunting wasps, mountain grasshoppers) the majority are about particular plants or animals. In the page or two assigned to each, one cannot expect a definitive account of the natural history of any specific organism, but what is given here is an interesting combination of facts coupled with personal observations and philosophy. Each essay commences with a subheading relating it to an identifiable location in the ACT, but as most of the species are broadly distributed this can be seen as no more than setting context for particular aspects discussed. It by no means limits the value of the book since most species are found widely distributed in NSW, Victoria and beyond.  
Paintings by Peter Marsack occur throughout the book, not for every species but certainly for the majority. These are not formal biological illustrations and in my view those of the birds are the best. Some of the botanical illustrations give little more than a general idea of the plant but they enhance the book nonetheless.  The text abruptly goes into bold, in one case mid-sentence.

Robert J King  







LINNEAN SOCIETY OF NEW SOUTH WALES

PROGRAMME


SECURITY HAS BEEN INCREASED at the Botanic Gardens: there is now a locked gate between the carpark and the Classroom.  If the gate is closed when you come to a lecture, just wait and someone will come and let you in

****************************************

Wednesday19 October, at 6 pm, in the Classroom, Royal Botanic Gardens.
Enter through the gate to the Herbarium Carpark, on Mrs. Macquaries Rd.


Dr. IAN PERCIVAL

Principle Research Scientist (Palaeontologist), Geological Survey of NSW.

RECONSTRUCTING THE ORDOVICIAN WORLD

In this presentation, I review the latest research into the Ordovician System that provides insights into how the Ordovician world functioned and what it may have looked like. The past two decades has witnessed a major leap forward in our understanding of the life and times of the Ordovician Period, which extended between 491 and 443 million years ago. During this interval, the greatest expansion in biodiversity in Earth history occurred (known as the Great Ordovician Biodiversification Event, or GOBE). Towards the close of the Ordovician, one of the five big global extinction events took place, significantly depleting biodiversity. The disposition of continents and terranes was markedly different compared to the present, with pronounced faunal endemicity and provincialism the order of the day. It was a world inhabited in places by giant trilobites, with almost no land plants. Volcanoes were widely distributed, and a major meteorite shower impacted the planet. Evidence of icebergs and glaciers indicate that the southern polar icecap covered part of today’s Sahara Desert. Work continues to unravel the most likely distribution of land masses. The general position of NSW was facing (as it does today) a vast Palaeo-Pacific Ocean containing scattered tropical islands, but the coastline of the Australian craton was situated between Broken Hill and White Cliffs, offshore to which were deep ocean basins and volcanic island chains.
	Biostratigraphic timescales, based on graptolites, conodonts and acritarchs, are now well-established for the entire Ordovician system, and provide a framework for correlation that is amongst the most precise in the Palaeozoic. Combined with SHRIMP high resolution age dating, and isotopic techniques enabling construction of seawater temperature curves that can be precisely matched globally, we now have the ability to reconstruct the Ordovician world, its climate and biota.
	
****************************************
Wine and cheese will be served from 5.30 before each lecture
EVERYONE WELCOME.
